In the title compound, C 17 H 17 N 3 O, the indolone ring system is almost planar, with an angle of 0.76 (14) between the five-and six-membered rings. The dicyanomethylidene substituent lies close to the indolene plane. In the crystal, offset -stacking interactions between five-and six-membered rings of indolene stack the molecules along the c-axis direction.
data reports Synthesis and crystallization
A mixture of 1-hexyl-1H-indol-2,3-dione (0.5 g, 2.1 mmol), malononitrile (0.14 g, 2.1 mmol) and iodine (0.05 g, 0.21 mmol) in ethanol (10 ml), was heated at 333 K for appropriately 1 h. The reaction was monitored by thin-layer chromatography. After completion, the mixture was treated with aqueous Na 2 S 2 O 3 solution, extracted with ethyl acetate (2 Â 10 ml). The extract was dried over sodium sulfate, filtered and the solvent was evaporated under reduced pressure. The product obtained was recrystallized from an ethanol solution to afford the title compound as orange plate-like crystals.
Refinement
Crystal and refinement details appear in Table 1 . Independent refinement of the H atoms attached to C17 did not result in a satisfactory geometry for the methyl group so these H atoms were included as riding contributions in idealized positions. The absolute structure could not be determined with certainty. Computer programs: APEX3 and SAINT (Bruker, 2016) , SHELXT (Sheldrick, 2015a), SHELXL2014 (Sheldrick, 2015b) , DIAMOND (Brandenburg & Putz, 2012) and SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) .
Figure 1
The title molecule, showing the atom-labelling scheme and 50% probability displacement ellipsoids.
Figure 2
Detail of the -stacking interactions. Cg1 and Cg2 are, respectively, the centroids of the five-and six-membered rings. [Symmetry codes: (i) x, y, z + 1; (ii) x, y, z À 1.]
Figure 3
The packing viewed along the c-axis direction.
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Special details
Geometry. All esds (except the esd in the dihedral angle between two l.s. planes) are estimated using the full covariance matrix. The cell esds are taken into account individually in the estimation of esds in distances, angles and torsion angles; correlations between esds in cell parameters are only used when they are defined by crystal symmetry. An approximate (isotropic) treatment of cell esds is used for estimating esds involving l.s. planes.
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Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > 2sigma(F 2 ) is used only for calculating R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. Independent refinement of the hydrogen atoms attached to C17 did not result in a satisfactory geometry for the methyl group so these hydroges were inclused as riding contributions in idealized positions. The absolute structure could not be determined with certainty.
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